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FY 16—Qtr 4

Gaining Traction and Acres
After starting in November last year my first two quarters were largely getting the
fundamentals in place. April through June was the final quarter of the fiscal year, and only my second
full quarter as a farm bill biologist. With the basic building blocks in place I was able to focus on
assisting landowners and working on putting habitat on the ground. This quarter I completed
28 conservation plans (14 in the Loess Hills) resulting in over 1308 acres of wildlife habitat (over 356 in
the Loess Hills) and erosion control.
Demand for CRP by landowners and producers has continued to be high throughout my
counties. Landowners in Harrison and Monona counties got their feet wet with many devoting land to
wetland conservation programs. With the release of an additional 4000 acres for CP23 Wetland
Restoration, many landowners capitalized on the situation.
Farms on the Missouri River bottom, where farm fields can
experience flood conditions regularly, are excellent
candidates for this practice. Restoring the hydrology and
implementing native perennial cover on so many farms in
that area is bound to have big benefits to wildlife.
Pollinator Habitat continue to be the buzz words on
the tip of everyone’s tongue (pun intended). Iowa leads the
nation in acres enrolled into that program. I helped add 906
of the acres of CP42, 295 acres of which were in the Loess
Hills Region. This practice boasts diverse forb rich seed
mixes with blooming flowers throughout the growing
season. Mixes like this are perfect for wildlife of all shapes
and sizes, especially pheasant and quail chicks. There’s much
anticipation by landowners and other county residents to
see just how much impact these acres have.
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Butterfly Milkweed has high value to pollinators.
Photo credit: Nicholas Salick
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Highlights
Sawyer Certification
In early June I attended an S-212 Wildland Fire Chainsaws class at the Midwest Wildfire Training Academy in
Jefferson City, Missouri. The four day course focused heavily on safely operating chainsaws along with focus
on using proper techniques and cuts. Felling a tree with a particularly well executed boring back cut was the
exclamation point on my required field exam, and I received my Faller A certification. Not only will this
certification come in handy working on prescribed burns, but it provides a more sound technical backing when
advising landowners on timber stand improvement and cedar removal.

Botna Bend Education Day

Pheasants Forever Farm Bill Biologists Jason Andersen and
Jared Elm work with landowner at Izzak Walton League’s state
convention. Photo Credit: Nicholas Salick

Working with the East Pottawattamie SWCD’s
environmental educator I helped host an
outdoor field day for over 100 local area 5th
graders in late May. I talked to the kids about
local wildlife and how to identify the different
species they might see. Kids worked in groups to
come up with their own descriptors of different
species and presented to the collective group. I
stressed that without habitat we wouldn’t see as
many (or any) of those species. Other stations at
the event discussed water quality, erosion and
other resource issues.

Izaak Walton League State Convention
The Ike’s primary focus since it’s formation in 1922
has been to conserve outdoor America for future
generations, and that focus was ever present at this
year’s state convention. Cold windy days in late April
helped push people inside to the League’s state
convention in Schleswig, Iowa. Conservation groups
from near and far came to show their support for the
Izaak Walton League, and help embrace their mission
to protect natural resources. Three Pheasants
Forever biologists provided assistance and advice to
landowners looking to improve wildlife habitat and
learn more about USDA farm bill programs. Through
Friday and Saturday we were visited by landowners
from 11 counties from across the state of Iowa!
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Teaching 5th graders about field marking birds to make
identifications. Photo Credit: Kayle Ausdemore
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By the Numbers
Customer Interactions

Phone call or email
Meeting (walk-in)

Loess Hills
FY 16 — Qtr. 3
8
1

Loess Hills
FY 16 — Qtr. 4
25
2

Totals
FY 16 — Qtr. 4
60
8

Meeting (scheduled)
Site visit with landowner
Total

3
0
17 interactions

0
7
34 interactions

5
16
84 interactions

Interaction Type

Loess Hills Projects With Acres

Outreach
Outreach Effort

Number
Delivered

Article Submissions

1

Education Outreach

2

Partner Meetings

10

Practice

Total Acres

HELI CP2

27.21

CP23 Wetland
Restoration

13.46

CP33 Habitat Buffers
for Upland Birds

17.91

CP42—Pollinator Habitat

295.7

Prairie Partners Program

2.4

Total

356.68 ac

LEFT: Big Bluestem, one of the “Big Three” grasses used in tallgrass
prairie reconstructions. Photo credit: Nicholas Salick

IHAP
IHAP
Total

Acres FY16
Quarter 2 & 3
1230

Acres FY16
Quarter 4
274.27

Total Acres
1504.27

Keep your eyes open for the orange signs.
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Trainings/Conferences
Training Type

Outcomes

Sedge ID workshop

At Hitchcock Nature Center, local experts led a
small group to identify sedges found in the Loess
Hills. This will help when creating seed mixes,
making management recommendations, and
answering the landowner question “What is this?”

Sedge Meadow Restoration Workshop

Hosted by UNI, Iowa State, and University of
Minnesota, this event was an excellent opportunity
to learn about this declining ecosystem. We had a
roundtable
discussion
with
other
land
management professionals to discuss restoration
techniques, successes, and overcoming failures.
Gathered with Pheasants Forever staff from across
six states to discuss how we can most effectively
put high quality habitat on the ground.

Pheasants Forever North Region Meeting

A picturesque Red Oak stump from a boring backcut.
Photo (and cut) credit: Nicholas Salick

S-212 instructors work with trainees to get the most
out of their saws Photo Credit: Nicholas Salick

Looking Forward to Next Quarter


Little Sioux Scout Ranch Youth Pollinator Habitat Program—In coordination with many of my partnering
groups a plan is being developed to implement pollinator habitat at the ranch. This will help create
educational opportunities for the thousands of visitors that come to that camp each year along with great
opportunities for kids to learn about habitat.



Remnant prairie plant walk—Working with local experts to visit and catalog the plant community at two
remnant prairies in Monona County.
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