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LHA PROTECTION  COMMITTEE DRAFT MINUTES
Wednesday, November 15, 2022  

                  9:00 AM  


                                                                ZOOM Meeting
The Protection Committee of the LHA met by ZOOM on Tuesday, November 15, 2022. Those in attendance: Graham McGaffin, Kody Wohlers, Lance Brisbois, and Rich Pope.          
The meeting was called to order at 9:04 A.M. by Chairman, Graham McGaffin.     

APPROVE AGENDA – A motion to approve the November 15, 2022 Agenda was made by Graham McGaffin, seconded by Rich Pope.  Motion Carried.

APPROVE MINUTES – A motion to approve the August 3, 2021 Protection Committee Meeting Minutes was made by Kody Wohlers, seconded by Lance Brisbois.  Motion Carried.

BUDGET UPDATE –Graham reported that total unobligated funds for Protection Committee FY22-23 budget is $19, 050.00, ($10,050.00 is carryover from 2021-22 budget and $9,000.00 from the 2022-23 State Funding).      

OLD BUSINESS- 
· FY22-23 State Funding & Protection Committee RFP

The Loess Hills Alliance has received $40,000.00 State Funding FY22-23.  At the June 1, 2022 Executive Committee meeting, formal approval was made to allocate $9,000.00 to each Loess Hills Alliance Committees.  Total funding available for the Protection Committee RFP is $19,050.00. 
NEW BUSINESS
The Protection Committee RFP was sent out to all LHA Members and a Press Release was done.  Applications were due back in the office by October 7, 2022. Two applications were received and scored by the Scoring Committee, (Graham McGaffin, Lance Brisbois, and Jeff Seago).  With each application scoring well, the Scoring Committee recommended to fund both projects.  

· 2022 RFP Grant-Harrison County Conservation-Grinding at Old Town Conservation Area
Project Title: Grinding at Old Town Conservation Area
Estimated Project Cost: $8,000.00

Amount of Grant Request: $2,000.00

Harrison County Conservation Board would like to hire a private contractor to use a skid steer grinding machine to grind brush and trees at the Old Town Conservation Area property.  This 341 acre area is located in the Loess Hills landform, approximately 2 miles SE of Missouri Valley.  A Motion was brought by the Scoring Committee to award funding of $2,000.00 for Harrison County Conservation Board RFP.  Motion carried.  A suggestion was made to get good pictures taken during the project to help promote the Loess Hills.  
· 2022 RFP Grant-INHF Loess Hills Vegetation Management 2023

Project Title: INHF Loess Hills Vegetation Management 2023

Estimated Project Cost: $61,500.00

Amount of Grant Request: $15,000.00

The objective of this project is to conduct restoration activities on protected land owned by Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation and partners in the Loess Hills.  The funding would assist in paying for three summer interns, Conservation Corps Iowa, and/or contractors to complete vital restoration work in the Loess Hills.  The work will be done across several properties in the Loess Hills including the Armstrong property, (160 acres/Harrison County) and the Smokey Hill Complex, (695 acres/Monona County), formerly called the Monona Complex. A Motion was brought by the Scoring Committee to award funding of $15,000.00 for Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation RFP.  Motion carried. Kody Wohlers abstained.  A suggestion was made to have a Forest Field Day to help promote the Loess Hills.  
· Past Award Presentations to Protection Committee, Scheduling for February Meeting

When LHA projects are completed, presentations are presented to each Committee and then the applicant name is sent a check.  Kody Wohlers will be presenting the “INHF Loess Hills Vegetation Management 2022” project and the “”Cooperative Burn Week 2022” project to the Protection Committee at the February 1, 2023 meeting.  
ANNOUNCEMENT
Rich Pope stated that his email has changed to ropope1951@gmail.com. 

A suggestion was made to update total acres of permanent conservation land in the Loess Hills, as well as those acres that have received Loess Hills Alliance funding.  The 2011 Comprehensive Plan and a 2012-2013 map has some information to start from.  More information will be discussed at the December 7th Loess Hills Alliance meetings.
NEXT MEETING DATE – Tentatively February 1, 2023   10:00 am 
ADJOURN – A Motion was made by Kody Wohlers, seconded by Rich Pope to adjourn the meeting at 9:39 am.    
