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Project Spotlight: Brush Management 

The Loess Hills, which was once a predominantly treeless landscape, have given way to woody plants 

under the process of succession. The formerly bald hills now have forestland and shrubs as a major component 

of the landform. While some of the wooded slopes are now naturalized, the remaining grassland is under       

constant threat from woody encroachment. 

Landowners trying to retain grasslands on their property often face lots of uphill challenges. There is no 

silver bullet, one time, fix-all solution. And while persistent management is the only way to maintain prairie,  

every project has a starting point. 

Marily Caddy’s family bought a small farm near Preparation Canyon in the Loess Hills of Monona County 

in the 1960’s with a mixture of oak woodlands and native prairie. While attending the Iowa Prairie Network 

meeting at Whiterock Conservancy in August, Caddy learned about some of the resources available to her, like 

technical assistance from Pheasants Forever staff. 

Marily had an endless number of family memories from the farm, many of which centered around her 

prairie. A tenant, who managed his own pastures with prescribed burns, had been able to preserve much of her 

high-quality remnant prairie with the use of fire. Unfortunately, it had been some time since the previous burn. 

Pockets of dogwood in hillside ravines have grown wider and taller shading out the prairie vegetation below. 

Black locust, an aggressive invasive tree species, had taken over a portion of the woodlot, and began spreading 

uphill to the ridgetops. 

Below: Black locust saplings have worked their way up 

the hillside and now invade the most pristine prairie on 

the Caddy property. 

Dogwood 

Above: Dogwood, a native shrub, takes over the      

ravines on this hillside prairie. Timing the cutting to be 

over the summer  works with the biology of the plant, 

and will ensure these shrub colonies have exuded most 

of the  energy reserves in their root systems.  

Black Locust 
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Project spotlight continued... 
In 2017 the DNR was able to secure funds through a State Wildlife Grant (SWG) written in cooperation 

with Nebraska. The SWG, called Restoring Royalties, focused on rescuing high quality prairies from woody      

encroachment to provide habitat for regal fritillaries and monarch butterflies. These butterflies, along with many 

other grassland species, lose habitat not only from land use changes like agricultural conversion, but also from 

loss of grassland to the natural succession process. 

Her prairie could be saved, but only if she took action. Through this SWG program, Marily is fighting 

back against the brush and invasive locust on her property. Financial assistance through SWG is much more in 

line with the actual costs of brush management in the Hills, nearly four and a half times that of the                   

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).  

Marily was able to line up contractors to do mechanical removal, and hand cutting where slopes       

prevent access for equipment. Unlike cedars, the black locust will require additional chemical treatment to    

curtail stump sprouting. All cutting will be followed with a fall fire in 2019, weather permitting. After the grant 

wraps up continued management will be periodic use of prescribed fire. Her long-term goal for the property is to 

enroll her prairie into a conservation easement, talks are ongoing with the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation. 

Caddy’s stewardship efforts will help ensure that her grasslands are protected, and able to be enjoyed by her 

family for generations to come. 

Marily Caddy looks over her brush management project from a ridgetop prairie of her family farm. Walking the 

land with her helped narrow the focus of what her objectives were. 
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By the Numbers... 

Interaction Type 
FY19    
Qtr. 2 

Landowner Contacts 60 

Site Visits w/ Landowners 16 

Habitat Proposals 4 

Habitat Projects 1 

MCM Plan 4 

Burn Plans Written 1 

Seeding Plans Reviewed 1 

Total 87 

Early  Successional Habitat sunflower 

planting on a new Quail SAFE.  Still lots of 

high energy seeds left in mid-December to 

fuel birds through the winter. 

The unmistakable redish-orange glow of native grasses on this Loess Hills farm in Monona 

County. This landowner is in the application process for SWG brush management. 
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Local SWCDs 

Thank you to all our partners! 


