 STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE DRAFT MEETING MINUTES

2-07-2023



Loess Hills Brent S Olson Visitor’s Center







   Pisgah, IA



The Stewardship Committee of the LHA convened at 11:03 AM with Lance Brisbois presiding. Those in attendance were:  Lance Brisbois, Josh Schaben, Jeff Seago, Bob Benton, and Kody Wohlers.                
APPOVAL OF 12/07/2022 MINUTES AND 2/07/2023 AGENDA ITEMS 
A Motion was made to approve the Minutes from 12-07-2022 and the Agenda from               2-07-2023 by Jeff Seago, seconded by Josh Schaben.  Motion carried.  
BUDGET UPDATE – As of February 7, 2023, total “Reserve Funds to Obligate or Carryover” is $9,000.00.     

PL POSITION 
· Harrison/Pottawattamie/Shelby 
No report from Tabitha Panas.  A copy of Tabitha’s October – December 2022 Quarterly Partners Report was presented to the Stewardship Committee members to view.  
· Fremont/Mills/Montgomery/Page
No report from Hallie Uhlig.  A copy of Hallie’s October – December 2022 Quarterly Partners Report was presented to the Stewardship committee members to view.  
Old Business:  
· Kody Wohlers-“INHF Loess Hills Vegetation Management 2022” Presentation
Kody Wohlers presented the “INHF Loess Hills Vegetation Management 2022” report to the Stewardship Committee.  Amount of Grant request-$12,450.00.  Approximately, 192,000 acres (98 Counties) are in permanent protection across Iowa.  Over 25,000 acres are in perpetual Conservation Easements.  The $12,500.00 funding was used towards INHF Loess Hills Land Stewardship interns, CCI group for two weeks, and contract services. Woody encroachment was removed on 23.8 acres of the Armstrong property, 12.7 acres of the Smokey Hills-Dahm property, and 4 acres of the Smokey Hills-Brown property.   Seed harvest was done on both properties.  Photos were shown to the committee members of the work that was done on the properties.  

· Kody Wohlers-“Cooperative Burn Week 2022” Presentation
Kody Wohlers presented the “Loess Hills Cooperative Burn Week 2022” report to the Stewardship Committee.  Amount of Grant request-$1,500.00.  Cooperative Burn Week,   April 4th – 8th, 2022 was based at Waubonsie State Park with the focus on the southern Loess Hills, Fremont, Mills, and Pottawattamie Counties. Nine Burn Units were completed totaling   2,902 acres, 2,014 protected acres and 888 private acres. A total of 36 agencies & organizations, 91 participants, 3 VFDs, 11 engines, and 18 UTVs participated in Cooperative Burn Week.  With the conditions being dry and windy that week, some burning was done on the following week.  The 2023 Cooperative Burn Week will be held on April 24th – 28th, based out of the Loess Hills State Forest, Pisgah with the focus on the central Loess Hills, Harrison and Monona Counties. 
New Business: 
· 2023 RFP  
Chairman, Lance Brisbois reported that the Stewardship Committee received six Grant Applications for the 2023 RFP/$9,000.00.  Maximum request per Grant was $7,000.00. Application deadline was 5:00 pm, February 2, 2023.  

Iowa DNR-Nishnabotna Wildlife Unit                                                                                          Project Title: Sunrise Tract Prairie Restoration                                                                          Amount of Grant Request- $7,000.00 
Pottawattamie County Conservation                                                                                      Project Title: No-Fence Coat Grazing Pilot Program                                                             Amount of Grant Request-$3,000.00
Friends of Blackburn State Park                                                                                                 Project Title: Handicap Accessible Observation Deck at Blackburn State Park                Amount of Grant Request-$7,000.00
Woodbury County Conservation Board                                                                                   Project Title: Salsness Property Prairie Land Stewardship & Woody Vegetation Management                                 Amount of Grant Request-$4,500.00

Pheasants Forever Inc. and Quail Forever                                                                                             Project Title: Increasing Adoption of Conservation on Private Lands in the Loess Hills Region                                                                                                                                             Amount of Grant Request-$7,000.00

Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation                                                                                           Project Title: Cooperative Burn Week 2023                                                                             Amount of Grant Request- $1,500.00

The Stewardship Committee held a discussion concerning all the RFP Grant Applications.      A total of $30,000.00 worth of Grant applications were received.  No decision was made at this time.  The Scoring Committee, Lance Brisbois, Scott Nelson, and Jeff Seago will meet at a later date to rank the 2023 RFP applications.                                                                                                                                                        
ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADJOURN A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Jeff Seago, seconded by Josh Schaben at 11:45 am.  Motion carried.
NEXT MEETING   March 1, 2022 10:00 am.  
