 STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE DRAFT MEETING MINUTES

3-01-2023





Sloan Public Library






   Sloan, IA



The Stewardship Committee of the LHA convened at 10:22 AM with Lance Brisbois presiding. Those in attendance were:  Lance Brisbois, Josh Schaben, Rich Pope, Kody Wohlers, Cara Morgan, Brittany Rockwell, Senator Joni Ernst’s Office, and Johnathan Bladt, Senator Charles Grassley’s office).                  
APPOVAL OF 2/07/2023 MINUTES AND 3/01/2023 AGENDA ITEMS 
A Motion was made to approve the Minutes from 2-07-2023 and the Agenda from 3-01-2023 by Josh Schaben, seconded by Rich Pope.  Motion carried.  
BUDGET UPDATE – As of March 1, 2023, total “Reserve Funds to Obligate or Carryover” is $9,000.00.     

PL POSITION 
· Harrison/Pottawattamie/Shelby 
No report from Tabitha Panas.    
· Fremont/Mills/Montgomery/Page
No report from Hallie Uhlig.    
Old Business:  
· 2023 RFP
Chairman, Lance Brisbois reported that the Stewardship Committee received six Grant Applications for the 2023 RFP/$9,000.00.  Maximum request per Grant was $7,000.00. A total of $30,000.00 worth of Grant applications were received.  The Scoring Committee, Lance Brisbois, Scott Nelson, and Jeff Seago met to rank the 2023 RFP applications.  A recommendation was made by the Scoring Committee to allocate partial funding to these applicants as follows:
Iowa DNR-Nishnabotna Wildlife Unit                                                                                          Project Title: Sunrise Tract Prairie Restoration                                                                          Amount of Grant Request- $7,000.00 (Allocate $2,500.00)
Pottawattamie County Conservation                                                                                      Project Title: No-Fence Coat Grazing Pilot Program                                                             Amount of Grant Request-$3,000.00 (Allocate $2,500.00)
Woodbury County Conservation Board                                                                                   Project Title: Salsness Property Prairie Land Stewardship & Woody Vegetation Management                                 Amount of Grant Request-$4,500.00 (Allocate $2,500.00)
Pheasants Forever Inc. and Quail Forever                                                                                             Project Title: Increasing Adoption of Conservation on Private Lands in the Loess Hills Region                                                                                                                                             Amount of Grant Request-$7,000.00 (Allocate $1,500.00)
A Motion was made by Josh Schaben, seconded by Rich Pope to allocate $2,500.00 funding to Iowa DNR-Nishnabotna Wildlife Unit towards the “Sunrise Tract Prairie Restoration” project, $2,500.00 to Pottawattamie County Conservation towards the “No-Fence Coat Grazing Pilot Program” project, $2,500.00 to Woodbury County Conservation Board towards the  “Salsness Property Prairie Land Stewardship & Woody Vegetation Management” project, and $1,500.00 to  Pheasants Forever Inc. and Quail Forever towards the “Increasing Adoption of Conservation on Private Lands in the Loess Hills Region” project.  Motion carried.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
At this time, no funding was allocated to Friends of Blackburn State Park towards the “Handicap Accessible Observation Deck at Blackburn State Park” project.  A recommendation was made to ask the Executive Committee if they would allocate funding of $1,500.00 to Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation towards the “Cooperative Burn Week 2023” project.  A suggestion was made to maybe use the unspent Protection Committee funds ($2,050.00) towards the Private Lands Positions.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
New Business: No “New Business” at this time.                                                                                                                                                    
ANNOUNCEMENTS
At this time, there is no current Protection Committee Chairman.  Graham McGaffin has accepted the State Director position at The Nature Conservancy and is stepping off the LHA Board and down from his position as Chair of the LHA Protection Committee. A suggestion was made to merge the Protection Committee and the Stewardship Committee. A Motion was made by Rich Pope, seconded by Kody Woholers to hold a joint meeting in May for more discussion.  Motion carried.  
The 2023 Cooperative Burn Week is set for April 24th – 28th.  Over 90 attendees have registered, cap is set at 120 attendees.  Suggestions were made to have a media day to advertise the Burn and invite the State Legislators to view the work that is being done in the Loess Hills. 
ADJOURN A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Josh Schaben, seconded by Rich Pope at 10:50 am.  Motion carried.
NEXT MEETING   May 3, 2023 11:00 am.  
